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eMy Lord Chancellor, | | "1% 
Hen 1 confider the Ruine and Poyerty, which my native Countrey is reduced £2. * 


by that ſenſible decay of Trade, ever fince the Unien of the two Crowns, and : 

- that this hath principally proceeded from our beigg Debarred from apy ſaare in 

that plentiful Trade which our Neighbours of England do enjoy; When (I fay ) I con- : 
ſider this my Lord, It is a great ſatisfaQion for me to ſee a Clauſe offered, for obtaining 2 
a Communication of that Tradeg 1 am indecd of the ſame mind with theſe worthy Perſons, * 
whoconſiders that this one thing alone, will be able to regain our Riches, and re-eſtabliſh. 3 
our Happineſs - And I cannot 'give a more fincere Demonſtratioa of my Compliance with : 
theſe worthy Members, than by offering my Advice in the matter, 

| My Lord, 1 ſhall not here infiſt upon the uſefulneſs and Advantage of a Communication 

of Trade, I hope it is obvious to the whole Members within the Houſe. I ſhall only beg - 
Leave here to point out, what Methods we ought to fojlow, as provident Men, towards: } 
compaſſing ſo good a Purchaſe, and towards Securing to our ſelves, the Poſlefſion of ity” ? 
when we have obtained it. | | | 
' As to which, we are to conſider, that what we ſhall thus acquire, muſt be the reſalt of 

a Treatie with our Neighbours who are at Freedom to Treat with us, or not, as they ſhal 5 
think fir, and who probably will not very eaſily be brought to Engage with us in ſucha * 
Treatie, eſpecially conſidering that we are to be Gainers, and conſequently they ſhall be 
the Loſers, | on fy gr 0s : 
As it may be very difficult to bring our Neighbours to any Treaty at all upon this Head, . | 
ſoit will not be very caſtle ra drive them to ſuch Terms. as may be Advantagious tous. _ 
But ſuppoſing, My Lord, that upon the View of Subjefting our Nation to their Prince, - 
we ſhall not only Engage them into ſuch-a Treatie, but ſhall likeways thereby tempt them. 
to give us als Advantagious Terms as we can Demand, The great and main Difficulty 
remains, -what Security we ſhall have, or what Guarrantie they can give, that they (hall. 
not reſume all the Terms they ſhall-bave given us when ever they (ball thigk fit} This is- ; 
not, my Lord, a bare Speculation or ill grounded Jealoufie, for we have been thus Treated * 
by them in former times. Our Privitedges of poprnati were als Great, and als well Secured * 
as ay we can obtain by any Treaty of Communication of Trade whatſoever, and. yet they * 
were all ſwipt off by an Ezgliſh Deed, viz, the LAF of Navigation, And as on the other... 
hand, by their Power ſo far tranſcendent to ours, they can by an open Injury defeat this 
our Communication of Trade; So upon the other hand, their influence upoa our Prince 
and Miniſtry is ſo plain and ſo powerful, that we can never expe& a Remedy, 1 
[ kope it will not be here urged, that this Treaty of Communication of Trade will be ſaf-. ; 
ficienty enſured to us, by inlercing an Article in it, by way of irritant Clauſe, whereby | 
it ſhall be declared, that ſince we SubjeQ our. telves to the ſame Pcince with England, us | 
pon the expreſs Condition that we ſhall have a Free Communication enſured to us; That © 
therefore when ever this Priviledge ſhall be taken from us,we ſhall be no more under the 
SubjeQion of that Prince, ; 
For my part, My Lord, [think ſuch a Reſervation will not at ll, amount to the cons © 
ſiſtence of a Security z The Breach is eaſily made, but when the Prince is on the Throne? ? 
we may bid farewell to Reparation, It is true my Lord, when private Perſons enter Ae : 
to Contracts under irritant Clauſes, The Civil Judge interpoles his Authority, and Com E 
pells the Party who violats the ContraQ, though be be ſtronger, to do Juſtice to the othes 
who is weaker - But in this caſe my Lotd, there is no ſuch Appeal, Our King who is a 
the only Judge we can apeal to,is already inevitablie predetermined in the event I pojat at, 
by having given his Royal aſſent in his Parliament, of England to an AG of Navigation, 3 
which will upon the matter Reſciad all the Priviledges we can expett in a Communication of. > 
Trade, and ſo he is precluded from giving us Reparation, : "A 
Clpon the whole matter, my Lord, it appears plain to me, that we can never ſecurs 
to our ſelvcs any benefit, which ſha)l derogat from the benefit of our Neighbours ſolong 4 
as that benefic does depend upon a Deed, which may bereſcinded by any other. ſeparate F 
Deed of our N:tighbours, unleſs we ſhall at the [ame time be poffeſt of ſome Deed, Ri hey” 


or priviledge of our own,which we ſhall retain ſeparatlie, and ſimply in the poſleſſion _ : 
gf our own Prince and Parliamen!zwhich priviledge muſt be of that nature as my reſo Er 
into ſome contradiſtin& Intereſt ot our Neighbours, to.the effec it may be made uſe of by * 
us, in Supplement of that Communication of Trade, which (in the caſe abovementicned p 61 
I ſuppolc (hall, have been imperiouſly robbed from us by our Nei ghbours. es Ke. [ 
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For exatmple,myLord;if we were poſſeſt of an&@, lodging the power of Peace andWarin 


the hands of our Prince andParliamenr,our Neighbours of England mult either be oblidged 
| and overawed to continue to us our Communication of .Trade, thereby to engage us in £2 M 
their Quarrels or otherwiſe if they ſhould Rob us of our Commnnication of Trade, we 4 4 
| ſhall ſtand Neuters in the War, and ſhall thereby reap a vaſt advantage. 
 This,my Lord Chancellour, can never be done, unleſs we ſecure our ſelves by ſuch Con- 
| ditions of Government within our fe]ves, as (hall neither depend upon a dire@ ſeparate 
| Deed of our Neighbours in thejr own Counſels, nor ſhall depend upon their jngireR and 
icreſiftable influence upon our Conncils, | : 
| My Lord, lamſo anxious to have this Communication of Trade accompliſhed, and to 
| have it enſured ro us beyond the reach of our injurious powerful Neighbours, tha: I wiſh 
this Honourable Houſe would imbrace this happy Opportunity of falling upon ſome 
fuch E pedients, as would fatisfie ſo valuable @ projc<Q. 

My Lord,l have heard and conſidered a propoſal effered by an Honourable Peer, which 
I think deſigns a very fair Capitulation for the ſecurity of this Commerce, it does in very 
ſhort expreſs :rerms, point out at ſuch Conditions of Goverameat, which being muſt ſcalore 
ablie enacted in this S: fhon of Parliament, ſhall ſerve as an abſolute Security and Pledge 
in our own hands, for obtaining that valuable Communication of Trace, and for Pieſers 
ving it. when we have obtained it. 

My Lord, ] thirk the Obj=Qions that are made againſt the generality of the terms of 
it, are ſo fully anſwered, chat I need fay little upon the head. It% true my Lord, it points + 
at many things, but they are all ſogood, that I think none of them can be omitted, I+ 
points at the ſecurity of the Honour and Independencie, Religion, Liberty, and Trade of 
this Kingdom. 

| 1] ſuppoſe, my Lord, it 1s plain to all this Houſe by ſeveral late wotul inſtances, that all 
theſe have been attackt, and particularly our Trade, and if a Capitulation ſhall be 
made in this AQ, that ſuch Settlements and Securities as it points at, ſha!l be enacted in 
_this Parliament, 1 ſhall not deſpair, my Lord, that before next Seſſion of Parliament, this 
valueable Communication of Trade,ſhall be ready for the Vote of the Houle. 
/ 1 find My Lord, that there are ſome oblique Infinuations made againſt the generality of 
/ this Clauſe, as if it might point out ſomething by name of Limitations, as might be gif- 
honourable ro the Crown, or incroaching upon the Prerogative. 
| In the firſt place My Lord ( asI have ſaid already ) let the Articles of the Clauſe be ne. 
| yer (o general, they point outnothing, bur what is plainly good in it ſelf. 

in the next place, if under the ſhclter of a good and well meaning Article. any thing 

ſhall be atter wards broughtin which does nor anſwer ſo good a meaning, the Houle is not 
concluded by this general Clauſe, letthem throw out any ſuch 1mpertinent Overture, when 
ir ſhall core afterwards ro be made. 7 

For my own part, My Lord Chancellor, I have alwife had that deference for the Prero 
oative, that I haveever conſidered, that the power of the People, is both ſafely, uſefully 
and conveniently lodged, when iris in the hands of the Prince, but 'this is not our caſe 
My Lord, tor no Man within this Houſe but muſt ſee, chat we are not here {trugling with 
our Prince, whether he ſhall have the Power, or we fhall have the Power ; The plain 
cale at Dreſent is, whether the Parliament of Exgland ſhall have the power of our Prince, 
and our parliament lodged in their hand, or whether we ſhall afſume ſuch a reeaſonable 
ſhzre of our own Power, as may enable our Prince ard us to withſtand the maſterful 
Di&tats of an Exeliſh Parliament, and as may enable our Prince and us, to drive the Ex- 
gliſþNation to grant usa free Communication of Trade,and may ſecure to us the pofſeſli 
on of it when we have got 17. 

I can ſee very plainly, my Lord, That this Prepeſal of a Communication of Trade, 
is Patronized by two ſorts of People, The one are ſuch 2s have a true ſence of the Ad- 
vantage the Nation weuld reap by ir, and thele do ſhew themſelves diſpoſed, and ready 

\ ro enter into ſuch Clauſes as may moſt effecually ſecure thar Purchaſe in 4'l events: 
The other are ſuch as ſeem to me, co have no regard for the thing, (eing they puſh ic 
| in,naked and dilarmed, after they have ſtript it of its ſecurity, | 
| My : ord, 1 ſhall not inſiſt any longer upon this matter, I hope this Honewrable Houſe, 
is ſufficiently convinced of the valt Advantage this Natton will have by the Communi- 
carion ef Trade, And that this Communication of Trade, can never be ſecure to us, by 
any Treaty whatſoever, unleſs that we hill be paſseſt of ſuch Handles within our elves, 
ipdepericent of our N-ighbours, as may ſecure that valuable Purchaſe, or any thing elle, 
| which may Contr:bute ro raiſe the power of our Princes, and the intereſt of our Sub- 
| jects, n Contradiſtin&tion from that ovyer-topping power, which the Parliament of Enge 


| {avd h#rh oyer both. = 
And therefore. my Lord, I ſecond the Motion for ſecuring the Communication of 


Trade, by a&joyning it to the general Clauſe, 


